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Ira Levin is the highly praised and internationally bestselling author of Rosemary’s Baby, A Kiss Before Dying, The Boys from Brazil, The Stepfords Wives and This Perfect Day. This Perfect Day is probably Levin’s greatest work. His novel resembles George Orwell’s 1984 and Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World, because it construes a critique upon the human race in general. Despite the fact that This Perfect Day is written in the seventies, the novel is plausible in describing the world in which we now live. It is not as terrifying as his other works, but it is his most virtuoso story.

The story is set in a seemingly perfect future society which is defined by uniformity and surveillance; there is only one language and one race, and society is ruled by a computer called ‘Unicomp’. People are told what to do, when to eat, where to live, whom to marry, when to reproduce and what to learn. Decisions that used to be ours are now made by a Big Brother-like computer. 

This heroic science fiction novel revolves around the life of a boy named ‘Li RM35M 4419’, but his grandfather calls him ‘Chip’. As Chip grows up, he feels that he never quite fits in as well as he should. He starts to question whether it’s better to rebel and make mistakes or if it’s better to do what everyone else does and be accepted. This feeling of going against the grain grows on Chip. As years go by, he becomes more and more aware of the fact that the freedom of the mind is sacrificed for security and efficiency. Chip explores his feelings and starts to take action. By joining a resistance group, Chip starts to fight against Unicomp. Together with his new found friends, Chip begins to mastermind a plan to destroy Unicomp and safe his brothers and sisters.   

This Perfect Day is a futuristic nightmare of the oppressive society. Levin takes us on a mind blowing journey which explores the dangers of a utopian society where efficiency and uniformity are privileged. This affectionate novel brilliantly laces fiction with reality and makes one think about the contemporary society. 

